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I have the honour to speak on behalf of the Member States of the European Union.

The Candidate Countries Serbia* and Albania*, the country of the Stabilisation and Association

Process and potential candidate Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well as Ukraine and Georgia, align

themselves with this statement.

Mr. Chairman,

At the outset, let me thank Chef de Cabinet Mrs. Susana Malcorra for her presentation of the
report containing the estimated preliminary resource requirements for the United Nations
Mission for Ebola Emergency Response (UNMEER) and the Office of the Special Envoy for
Ebola. I would also like to thank Mr. Carlos Ruiz Massieu, Chairman of the Advisory Committee
on Administrative and Budgetary Questions, for introducing the related report of that Committee.

Mr. Chairman,

In our statement delivered to the General Assembly on 19 September, the European Union and
its Member States expressed deep concern about the crisis caused by the Ebola virus outbreak
and deplored the loss of lives, both among citizens of the affected countries and among
international responders.

We wish to thank again the Secretary-General for his personal efforts in tackling the crisis
caused by the outbreak, and welcome the UN response, including the establishment of the United
Nations Mission for Ebola Emergency Response, to ensure that all relevant parts of the UN
system are mobilized and working coherently in a rapid, effective and efficient way to deliver
maximum impact on the ground. On our part, the EU and its Member States are also playing an
important role in delivering assistance to the most affected areas, and have joined national and
international efforts in helping tackle the disease as swiftly and efficiently as possible. It is
critical that all partners, including Member States, regional and international actors, as well as
the specialised agencies, the funds and programmes and other entities of the UN system already
on the ground, carry out their actions in a coherent and coordinated way. The Mission should
work closely and in coordinated manner to bring together the actors, capabilities and
competencies, without replacing or duplicating their actions.

Mr. Chairman,

As the Ebola outbreak continues to spread at an exponential rate, with the number of cases
doubling approximately every three weeks and a high rate of mortality, enabling the Mission to
operate is an urgent priority. We are therefore grateful to the Secretary-General and the ACABQ
for their efforts in producing their reports so quickly after the establishment of the Mission.

We appreciate that the Secretary-General is not in a position at this stage to provide us with
accurate information on the way forward as well as with detailed budget proposals for the
mission. In this regard, we share the concerns voiced by the Advisory Committee and fully



endorse and support all their recommendations. We look forward, in particular, to receiving more
comprehensive information on the concept of the mission, its articulation with the other UN
entities, its operational targets, its timeline as well as its funding requirements, structure and
organisation, in the context of the detailed budget submission that we will receive from the
Secretary-General in November, and which we will thoroughly review and scrutinize in due
course. During that discussion, we will avail ourselves of the opportunity to do an initial
assessment of the Mission's actions and of lessons learnt, with a view to establishing best
practices for the future of this Organisation.

In our view, it goes without saying that any agreement to grant commitment authority is of
course without prejudice to any consequent review of the Mission by the Committee.

As always, please rest assured, Mr. Chairman, that we will engage constructively in our
discussions in order to ensure the swift and smooth discharge of the Secretary-General's request
for commitment authority.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman




